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Dear Neighbor and Valued
Water Customer:

Water District Responds
to COVID 19 Emergency
As the outbreak of COVID-19
continues to evolve, the
Massapequa Water District
wants to assure its residents
that it continues to implement
the necessary procedures to
provide clean and safe drinking water and uninterrupted service during this unprecedented health
emergency. COVID-19 has NOT been detected in drinking water. Conventional water treatment
methods that use disinfection, such as those which are used in our drinking water treatment process,
will remove or inactivate the virus that causes COVID-19. As a designated critical essential service,
our staff continues to perform their duties, with the required precautions, as a normal course of
business. We are in constant contact with health officials from both New York State and Nassau
County. The Board of Commissioners hopes you and your family remain safe and healthy during
this ongoing crisis. Our hearts go out to those who have perished from this pandemic and to their
families.

Michael E. MazzolaThomas P. McCarthyRaymond J. Averna

Message from the Board of Commissioners

Pay Your Bill Online.....

We encourage our customers to visit our website at www.MassapequaWater.com which
features an online payment module that allows customers to use credit card, debit card or
online bank check information to pay their bill.  “Go Paperless” and receive future billing via
e-mail.  Also, find valuable District information on lawn irrigation, backflow devices, and water
conservation. Current MWD Ordinances and Regulations, the latest Drinking Water Quality
Report, and DEC Lead and Copper Results for the District can also be found.  Keep current
with news and project updates by using our information and news links.
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Welcome to the
Massapequa Water District Newsletter!         

From the Desk of the Superintendent
STAN CAREY 

I am pleased to present this issue of Water Talk to the residents of the Massapequa Water District.

Recently, public drinking water has been in the forefront with regard to media activity, specifically, the attention to
emerging and unregulated contaminants in water supplies. These emerging contaminants may include 1,4 dioxane,
PFOA/PFOS, pharmaceuticals, and personal care products.  Since the last issue of Water Talk, the New York State
Department of Health has set standards of compliance for these contaminants and they are now regulated. I am happy
to report that the Massapequa Water District and the water we supply is in full compliance with these new regulations.
We are very fortunate to have a pure water supply here in Massapequa. We will continue to test for these emerging
contaminants as required in the future. On behalf of the Board of Commissioners, we wish you a safe and happy holiday
season. Please remember to prepare for winter to prevent frozen pipes. 

Grumman / Navy Plume Update:

In December 2019, the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) selected the final plan
to not only hydraulically contain, but to expedite cleanup of the Navy Grumman groundwater plume.  This plan is
outlined in an Amended Record of Decision (AROD) that can be found on the NYSDEC project-specific website
(https://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/35727.html).  The selected remedy includes the extraction of contaminated ground-
water at a rate of approximately 17 million gallons per day from 24 pumping wells.  Following removal, the
contaminated groundwater will be treated at one of five possible treatment plants before being beneficially re-used
as aquifer recharge or streamflow augmentation.       

In response to a letter issued by DEC to both the U.S. Navy and Northrop Grumman for implementation of the selected
remedy, the NYSDEC has continued to engage the U.S. Navy and Northrop Grumman to advance the necessary work
to hydraulically contain and expedite cleanup of the Navy Grumman groundwater plume.  The parties are currently
negotiating the technical designs and required legal agreements that will guide the construction of the needed
extraction wells and associated infrastructure.  Negotiations are nearing completion and some of the work has begun
in 2020. 

While these negotiations have been underway, both the Navy and Northrop Grumman have made significant progress
on existing commitments to address the Navy Grumman groundwater plume.  Specifically, Northrop Grumman has
installed over 4,000 linear feet of underground piping that will transport contaminated water removed from the aquifer
by three existing pumping wells to a nearby treatment plant.  Additionally, the Navy recently secured access to
properties in three key areas to support the installation and operation of two separate groundwater extraction and
treatment systems.  The NYSDEC also continues to partner with the United States Geological Survey on a groundwater
flow modeling program to optimize the remedial design for hydraulically containing the Navy Grumman groundwater
plume.  

During winter months, residents are
reminded to keep hydrants clear of
snow and ice.  During a storm or plowing,
they may become snow bound and
inaccessible to the District or fire
department in an emergency when it
becomes imperative to locate the fire
hydrant quickly.

The district will be collecting new unwrapped toys 
on behalf of the United States Marine Corps Reserve’s
Toys for Tots program.  A drop off box will be 
available in our lobby.

Thank you for your generous support!

Keep Hydrants Clear
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The Massapequa Water District has accepted the valuation study performed by a specialized consultant, in

connection with its proposed acquisition of the water accounts in the eastern portion of Massapequa. As part of

its valuation determination, the study has confirmed that MWD can provide the vast majority of NYAW residents

with savings on future water bills by switching to our service. The amount of savings varies, depending on several

factors, including water usage and the taxable value of a resident’s home. Many residents have asked how the

taxable value of their homes is relevant to what they pay for water. The MWD is a special taxing district, very similar

to School Districts and Fire Districts. As such, residents pay a portion of their water usage and related services on

their tax bills. With all factors being studied, MWD can still save NYAW customers money on future water bills. It

is very important to note that present MWD residents will not contribute or have to pay back any funds borrowed

to acquire this NYAW territory. Only the existing NYAW residents would potentially pay back these funds via their

tax bills. At the present time, the NYS Public Service Commission (NYSPSC) is holding hearings on the proposed

sale of NYAW to Liberty. Many residents have written to the NYSPSC in support of a MWD acquisition. The MWD

is also pursuing legislation in Albany to have the eminent domain laws strengthened to make such an acquisition

more suitable. 

Update on the Eastern Massapequa (NYAW) Water District Extension

2002 – 2020
Connie Belegrinos is a lifelong resident of Massapequa and has served as the
Business Manager of the Massapequa Water District since 2002. With her
education in accounting, background in banking and continued education through
the New York State Government Finance Officers Association, she has skillfully
managed the finances and office operations of the District.

Connie Belegrinos has served the residents of Massapequa Water District with
professionalism and integrity, and always with a smile and happy demeanor.

In appreciation and recognition of her 18 years of dedicated service to the
Massapequa Water District, we all wish her all the best for this new chapter in
her life. She will be deeply missed.
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Winterize Home Plumbing      
Now is the time to take precautions in
anticipation of winter. Always know the
location where your shut-off valve and water
pipes are located in case of emergency. Also
remember to have underground irrigation systems turned off
and blown out. For additional information, please refer below or
call 798-5266.  

Protect home plumbing by insulating all exterior pipes with pipe
insulation. These insulation sleeves fit right over existing pipes and can
be purchased through your local hardware or home improvement
store. 

Locate all outside spigots. Disconnect any hoses and drain them for
winter storage. 

Every outside faucet should have a shut-off valve inside your home or
basement. Locate all shut-off valves for each corresponding faucet and
shut the water off in a clockwise direction completely.

Winterize outdoor faucets with an insulated faucet cover to give added
protection to your faucet.  Or you may want to install freeze-proof
faucets that have a specially designed tube that goes to the shut-off
valve. Whenever the faucet is turned off, any water in it automatically
drains out through this tube.

If you are leaving for an extended winter vacation, have a friend or
neighbor check on your residence.

Massapequa Water District
84 Grand Avenue
Massapequa, NY 11758
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PUBLIC MEETING
Every Wednesday at 5:00 P.M.

24-HOUR EMERGENCY NUMBER:
516-852-0196

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS
LONG ISLAND WATER CONFERENCE
NASSAU-SUFFOLK WATER COMMISSIONERS ASSOCIATION
MASSAPEQUA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
AMERICAN WATER WORKS ASSOCIATION, NYS SECTION – AWWA
GOVERNMENT FINANCE OFFICERS ASSOCIATION

Come Out and Vote                                                                                           
Massapequa Water District

Commissioners Election

Tuesday, December 8, 2020

The annual election of a
Massapequa Water District
Commissioner will be held
Tuesday, December 8, 2020

4:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.

WHERE TO VOTE:
Massapequa Water District

84 Grand Avenue

Massapequa, NY 11758
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