
FALL/WINTER 2019/2020

Dear Neighbor and Valued Water Customer:

Message from the Board of Commissioners

Wishing our customers a safe and happy holiday season!

 NAVY / GRUMMAN PLUME UPDATE
Raymond J. Averna Michael E. MazzolaThomas P. McCarthy

Back in June, the NYS Department of Environmental 
Conservation (DEC) finally released the long anticipated 
proposed amended remedial action plan. Although the 
Water District has participated in countless meetings 
with various agencies and elected officials, the official 
announcement was welcome news. We are extremely 
pleased that the new plan now officially calls for the 
groundwater plume threatening our water supply to be 
fully contained and remediated. This means the plume 
will be intercepted at its leading edge using deep wells, 
pumped out of the ground, treated to drinking water 
standards, and discharged back into the environment as 
clean water. This has been a long hard fight that past 
and present Water District officials have been committed 
to. At this point, the DEC has selected this remedy and 
received comments on the plan. The State is now nego-
tiating with the Navy and Grumman to implement the 
plan. If these negotiations fail, Governor Cuomo has 
stated the State will clean up the plume and seek reim-
bursement from the Navy and Grumman in court. Thank 
you to all residents who attended meetings and wrote 
letters in support of this plan. Rest assured the Water 
District remains committed to holding all responsible 
parties accountable in carrying out this plan in a timely 
manner.
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I am pleased to present this issue of Water Talk to the residents
of the Massapequa Water District.

  

 

Recently, public drinking water has been in the forefront with regard to media activity, speci�cally, the attention to emerging and 
unregulated contaminants in water supplies. These emerging contaminates may include 1,4 dioxane, PFOA/PFOS, pharmaceuticals, 
and personal care products. These contaminants can enter the water supply by improper disposal and toxic contamination spills or 
discharges. They can percolate into the soil and eventually reach the groundwater from where our drinking water comes. I am happy 
to report the Massapequa Water District has collected several rounds of samples for these chemicals and have not found any traces 
of them. We are very fortunate to have a pure water supply here in Massapequa. We will continue to test for these emerging
contaminants as required in the future. 

You may have also read about lead in drinking water recently or 
heard about it in the news. Both Flint, Michigan and Newark, 
New Jersey have had serious issues with lead contamination. It 
is important to understand that lead is not actually in the 
groundwater but rather, enters the water via your service line or 
plumbing �xtures in your home. The lead content in the service 
line / �xtures can leach out over time and cause elevated lead 
levels. The Massapequa Water District is required to test for lead 
as part of a US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) program, 
called the Lead and Copper Program. Again, we are happy to 
report that lead has not been an issue in our District, as we 
maintain an active corrosion control program that prevents the 
leaching of lead from your �xtures into the drinking water. This 
is con�rmed by the mandated sampling program results 
conducted by District employees. 

Lastly, I would like to provide a quick update on recent projects at 
the Water District. The previously reported Iron Removal Treat-
ment Facility is now complete and fully in service. The District 
received certi�cation from the Nassau County Health Department 
to place the �lter system in service. The Iron Removal system was 

used all summer to meet the increased demand without any issues. Soon we will be starting a generator project to add resiliency to 
our operation during power outages. This project will install new backup generators and associated electrical equipment at two 
locations within the District. 

Source: www.epa.gov

The Massapequa Water District has an annual Meter Replacement Program. This program 
determines meters that no longer register remotely and are then replaced.  These upgrades 
ensure that customers receive accurate bills based upon actual meter readings rather than 
estimates based upon previous usage during the similar semi-annual billing cycle. The District 
changes an average of 500 meters per year.

If you receive correspondence that we need access to your inside meter, please give the District
a call at 516-798-5266 to schedule your appointment.
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NORTH EAST IRON FILTRATION DEDICATION CEREMONY

Congratulations to
ROSLYN AMADIO

on her 
40 YEARS

of service at the 
Massapequa Water 

District!! 

What is the MWD number
on my bill?

That is your On-Line ID.  Along 
with the eight digit account 
number, these letters with the 
corresponding �ve digits are the 
way to set up access to use the 
District’s online payment 
options.  If you need assistance 
setting up your account, please 
call our o�ce at 516-798-5266.

Winterize Home Plumbing
Now is the time to take precautions in anticipation of winter. Last winter our area experienced a deep 
extended freeze. Many residents had frozen pipes and water meters. Please take the time to make sure
all pipes are properly insulated and not exposed to the cold. Also remember to have underground 
irrigation systems turned o� and blown out. For additional information, please refer below or call 798-5266. 

• Locate all outside faucets. Disconnect any hoses and drain them for winter storage. Remove splitters or any other items from each faucet.
• Every faucet should have a shut-off valve inside your home or basement. Locate all shut-off valves for each corresponding faucet and shut the
water off in a clockwise direction completely.
• Turn on all faucets to drain any water left in them. If the water continues to flow, check the valve to make sure it’s off. Leave the faucet handle
turned on throughout the winter.
• Protect home plumbing by insulating all exterior pipes with pipe insulation. These insulation sleeves fit right over existing pipes and can be
purchased through your local hardware or home improvement store.
• Winterize outdoor faucets with an insulated faucet cover to give added protection to your faucet.  Or you may want to install freeze-proof
faucets that have a specially designed tube that goes to the shut-off valve. Whenever the faucet is turned off, any water in it automatically drains
out through this tube.
• Heat a towel in the dryer and wrap it around the frozen pipe, repeating every 10 minutes.
• If you are leaving for an extended winter vacation, have a friend or neighbor check on your residence.

Commissioners Michael Mazzola, Thomas McCarthy and 
Raymond Averna viewing the plaque dedicating the Iron 

Filtration Plant in memory of former Commissioner Frank Flood. 

On Saturday, September 7, 2019, a dedication ceremony 
was held at the North East Iron Filtration Plant to honor the
years Frank Flood served as Commissioner at the District.  It 
was well attended by family members, District employees, 
community residents, and local government politicians. 
Commissioner Flood’s experience and engineering background
were instrumental during the implementation stages of this 
project.  The completion of the Iron Filtration Plant will greatly 
reduce the incidence of discolored water within the District.
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We encourage our customers to visit our website at 

MassapequaWater.com which features an online 
payment module that allows customers to use a 

credit card, debit card or online bank check to pay 

their bill, including the ability to “go paperless” and 

receive future billing via e-mail.  Also, �nd valuable 

District information on lawn irrigation, back�ow 

devices, MWD Ordinances and Regulations, and the 

latest Drinking Water Quality Report.  Keep current 

with news and project updates by using our

information and news links. 

Board of Water Commissioners 
Raymond J. Averna 
Thomas P. McCarthy 
Michael E. Mazzola 
 

Superintendent                      
Stanley J. Carey 

Business Manager 
Constance A. Belegrinos 

Assistant Superintendent 
John Speciale 

Office Manager 
Kerri Alter 

Professional Memberships 
Long Island Water Conference 
Nassau-Suffolk Water Commissioners Association 
Massapequa Chamber of Commerce 
American Water Works Association, NYS Section - AWWA 
Government Finance Officers Association 

Business Hours 
Monday – Friday, 8:00 A.M. – 4:30 P.M. 
WWW.MASSAPEQUAWATER.COM 

Contact Us 
516-798-5266 
INFO@MASSAPEQUAWATER.COM                                                                                             

Public Meeting 
Every Wednesday at 8:00 A.M. 
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Come Out and Vote                                                                                            
Massapequa Water District 

Commissioners Election 
 

Tuesday, December 10, 2019 
 

The annual election of   
Massapequa Water District 
Commissioners will be held 

Tuesday, December 10, 2018 
4:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. 

 

WHERE TO VOTE: 
Massapequa Water District 

84 Grand Avenue 
Massapequa, NY 11758 

 

 

 

We encourage our customers to visit our website at 
MassapequaWater.com which features an online payment 
module that allows customers to use a credit card, debit card or 
online bank check to pay their bill, including the ability to “go 
paperless” and receive future billing via e-mail.  Also, find 
valuable District information on lawn irrigation, backflow 
devices, MWD Ordinances and Regulations, and the latest 
Drinking Water Quality Report.  Keep current with news and 
project updates by using our Information and News links.  

 


